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CHUMKRIEL LANGUAGE SCHOOL 

(C.L.S.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER GUIDELINES  



 

 
Welcome to CLS 

 
 
Thank you for offering your time and skills to support us. 
 
Chumkriel Language School is always keen to work with volunteers 
to give students access to English speaking foreigners, helping the 
children greatly with their pronunciation and listening skills, and 
adding real excitement to their learning.  Volunteers can also get 
involved in the administration of the school and its goal of continuous 
improvement. 
 
Whether you help for 1 hour, 1 evening or 1 month, your input will be 
appreciated and you can make a real difference. 
 
We hope that you will enjoy working with us and will gain as much 
from your experiences as you put in. 
 
If at any point you have any concerns or questions with regards to the 
school, teachers or any other matter, myself or Sandy will be happy to 
discuss these with you. 
 
 
Nget Sokonthy 
Founder, Director and Teacher 

What is CLS 
  
CLS is a subsidised evening school that teaches English to 
approximately 250 students in the Chumkriel  Commune of Kampot 
province. The school opened in October 2005.  
 
Its aim is to offer a substantially better quality of English language 
education than is available locally, where students can benefit greatly 
from English language skills. The schools only agenda is to help 
improve the future of Cambodian children through access to good 
education. It has no religious or political affiliation. 
 
CLS is subsidised by donations so that it can offer education services 
and support far exceeding the norm. Money given to help the school 
goes directly to help the school. There is no large bureaucracy or 
hidden costs, all foreigners assisting (advisors, administrators and 
volunteer teachers) are unpaid. 

The school is constantly seeking to improve itself by getting advice 
and assistance from other schools, educational authorities and NGO's 
working in Education in Cambodia. 

Chumkriel commune was chosen for the location of the school as 
there is no evening school in the area and the rural children have 
fewer opportunities to learn English skills than those who live in 
town.   

In Cambodia additional classes outside public school are not a luxury, 
but are vitally important to progress through the education system. 
Many students in the Chumkriel area cannot afford the higher fees at 
private English classes in Kampot. 



Meet the CLS Team 
 
Thy   
Full Name:  Nget Sokonthy 
Founder, Director and Teacher 
 
Thy is 34 years old and lives in Kampot town 
with his brother.  As the director of the school 
he is responsible for the school management 
and decision making.  He is educated in 
teaching, methodology and accounting and 
holds a certificate of professor of education.  As well as teaching and 
managing CLS, Thy also teaches at a local high school and is studying 
for a masters degree in management.  
 
In any spare time he has he enjoys reading, traveling and sport. 
 
 
Sandy Mackenzie  
Foreign Advisor 
 
Sandy's brother Neil was involved with CLS 
from 2005 but had to return to the UK in early 
2007. Sandy came to Kampot to assist in his 
place.  
 
He is focusing on fund raising to bring financial security to the 
Scholarship class, on general improvements to the school environment 
(e.g. lighting in the class rooms) and improving the educational 
quality in the school. 
  
Sandy is working on developing a computer skills training programme 
for the children at Chumkriel and is investigating the feasibility of 
creating a local drop in centre with a library and other educational 
resources. 
 
 

Rekha 
Full Name:  Sim Rekha 
Head teacher 
 
Rekha is 35 years old and lives in Krang 
Village, Krangompel commune a few km’s 
outside of Kampot, he is married with 1 
daughter who was born in March 2006.  He 
became a teacher 1992, teaching Khmer 
subjects at first and then English since 2002.  He is a valuable member 
of the management team and a strong source of support to the other 
teachers.   
 
In his spare time Rekha enjoys family life, jogging and is the manager 
of the CLS football team. 
 
Sokol 
Full name:  Keung Sokol 
Teacher 
 
Sokol is 23 years old and lives in Trampeing 
Kanhchhat village, Kampong Samrong 
commune.  He trained to be an English 
teacher at Takeo regional teacher training 
centre in 2005 and has been teaching at CLS 
since it opened 2 years ago.  Sokol is currently studying English 
Literature in year 3 at university with plans of further study. 
 
In his spare time Sokol likes reading books and exercise. 
 
Dara 
Full Name:  Am Dara 
Teacher 
 
Dara is 23 years old and lives in 
Trophangthom village, Chumkriel commune, 
close to the school. 
He finished high school in 2004 and worked 



in the marketing dept of the Institute of Management and Scientists.  
He became a teacher at CLS when the school opened in 2005. 
 
Dara likes to spend his spare time watching TV and sport, especially 
football; he also loves music and writes his own lyrics. 
 
Saophon  
Full Name:  Keom Saophon 
Teacher 
 
Saophon is 23 years old and lives in 
Trophangthom village, Chumkriel commune, 
near to the school. Since leaving high school 
in 2002 he studied and taught English at LCDI 
(Leadership Character Development Institute) 
and in 2005 studied English in the Cambodian organisation for human 
resource training where he trained to be a teacher.  He has also taught 
English at the All Bright Center in Takeo province and joined the CLS 
team in August 2006. 
 
Saophon enjoys reading the newspaper and watching TV and sports in 
his spare time. 
 
Vatha 
Full Name:  Moul Serey Vatha 
Teacher 
 
Vatha is 26 years old and lives with his wife 
in Krang village, Krang Ampil commune.  He 
trained to be a teacher for 2 years at the 
Regional teacher training Center, 1 year 
studying for bachelor degree in English and 2 years for a bachelor 
degree in Chemistry science. 
 
Vatha has over 7 years experience teaching English and Chemistry 
and joined the CLS team in October 2007. 

Dress Code & Appropriate Behavior 
 
Some of our students are lay monks from the nearby pagoda, therefore 
respectful dress and behavior is essential at all times. 
 
Casual clothing is acceptable in the classroom but please try to dress 
as smartly as possible observing the following guidelines: 
 
�  Shoulders covered, no low cut / plunging neckline 
�  Skirts/shorts should be below the knee 
�  No hats or sunglasses in class 
�  No heavy make up or strong perfume 
�  No personal religious or political beliefs to be expressed to 

students or teachers 
�  Do not touch the monks  
�  Do not swear or speak badly of anyone in class 
�  Do not smoke in the school grounds 
�  Do not bring/use drugs, alcohol or weapons 
�  Do not hand anything directly to a monk.  If you need to give a 

pen or book for example, place on the table in front of them 
 

Transport To and From School 
 
CLS is situated approximately 5 km from Kampot town.  We can 
usually arrange lifts from the town with the teachers however we 
would appreciate if you could contribute $1.00 - $1.50 per day 
towards the fuel costs, especially if they have to travel out of their 
way to collect/return you. 
 
Bicycle travel is a feasible option if you have the time, however be 
aware that it will be dark after school and most rental bicycles do not 
have a light. 
 
If you have a rental motorbike and are willing to take another 
passenger, costs could be shared. 



School Timetable 
  
CLS is an evening school that runs 10 separate classes over 2, one 
hour sessions.  We teach 6 days a week, Monday to Saturday.  This 
timetable shows the teacher and the text book they teach.  Thy or 
Rekha will let you know which class/teacher you will be working 
with.  
 

5pm – 6pm 6pm – 7pm 

Thy 
New Headway Beginner 

Scholarship Class 

Thy 
New Headway  Beginner 

Rekha 
New Headway Beginner 

Rekha 
New Headway Elementary 

Dara 
Headstart 

Dara 
New Headway Elementary 

Saophon 
English for children 

Saophon 
New Headway  Beginner 

 Vatha 
New Headway  Beginner 

 Sokol 
Pre Cutting Edge 

 
Scholarship Program 

  
The Scholarship Program currently provides free tuition at the school, 
and extra support for 35 of the poorest children in the area. Its history 
is detailed below. 
 
In December 2005 the management team met with the leader of the 
Chumkriel commune who provided them with a list that had been 
compiled by a local NGO, which classified 47 of the 963 families in 
the community as poor and a further 89 as the poorest. 
 

Using this new information, the CLS teachers visited a large number 
of families in the area as part of a promotion to start new classes in the 
school. At the same time, the management team visited many of the 
poorest families to confirm their family situation.  They chose 
approximately 40 children who were enrolled in the scholarship 
program, with the intention of increasing this number as funds become 
available.  
 
Aside from free tuition CLS provides these students with free 
textbooks, notebooks, pens and school uniforms which they can also 
use at the state school. The school also tracks any problems these 
children are facing (like illness), and provides extra assistance when 
necessary. 
 
The cost of running the scholarship program is approximately $66 
dollars per year per student. 
 

Our Textbooks 
 
The English for Children book is a course in basic English for 
absolute beginners.  It teaches the alphabet and steadily builds 
vocabulary and sentence structure with each lesson.  The CLS 
students learning this book are aged 8 to 11 years old.  
 
The Headstart book is a short, beginner’s foundation course for the 
New Headway series of text books.  It has a clearly defined, but 
limited grammatical syllabus.  This book is taught to CLS students 
prior to the New Headway beginner book.  The CLS students studying 
this book are aged 10 to 13 years old.  
 
The New Headway Beginner book is a basic course for those who 
have learned a little English and have completed the two books 
described above.  It provides a solid introduction to language 
structure, gradually building understanding of basic grammar.  It 
equips students with basic vocabulary and gives them tools to learn 
how to deal with simple social situations.  The CLS students learning 
this book are aged 10 to 15 years old.  
 



The New Headway Elementary book is the next step after the 
beginner one described above.  It provides a foundation in the 
structure of the language, continuing to build students’ understanding 
of grammar, vocabulary and social uses of English.  The CLS students 
studying with book are aged 15 to 18 years old.  
 
The Pre-Intermediate Cutting Edge book teaches a comprehensive 
syllabus with thorough grammar, vocabulary and skills work.  It 
builds vocabulary systematically and focuses on commonly used 
words and phrases.  It has clearly structured tasks to encourage 
students’ fluency and confidence.  The CLS students learning this 
book are aged 18 to 22 years old, many of whom are monks from the 
Chumkriel Pagoda.  
 

Role of the Volunteer Teacher 
 
The classes in the school are taught by English speaking Cambodian 
teachers. The Cambodian teacher runs the class and uses the volunteer 
as a resource to help with the listening skills and pronunciation skills 
of the students. No teaching experienced is required. For the more 
experienced or more adventurous volunteer teacher it is possible to 
run some classes, with the Cambodian teacher present to assist in 
translation.  
 

Ways You Can Help in Class 
 
�  New volunteers, introduce his/herself to the students.  You can 

include your name, where you are from, your age, what your job 
is, why you want to teach, etc.  (Depending on the level of the 
students the Khmer teacher may translate for you after each 
sentence.) 

�  Ask students some questions about the previous lesson. 
�  Assist Khmer teacher to elicit new vocabulary, pronunciation, 

spelling, stress and word meaning. 
�  Role-play with Khmer teacher as an example to students. 
�  Check student’s pronunciation and understanding. 
�  Correct homework and exercises. 
�  Help Khmer teacher divide students into groups/pairs. 

�  Read dialogue or sentences for students as a model. 
�  Monitor students by checking spelling/accuracy in their notebooks 
�  Chose students to come to the board or act out dialogue/role-play. 
�  Help Khmer teacher control / discipline the class. 
�  Give feedback. 
�  Every class will be different and each teacher has his own style of 

working with the students. 
�  Be flexible and prepared to adlib when necessary.  Sometimes 

lesson plans will need to be changed at short notice, follow the 
teachers lead or use your initiative to help as circumstances 
require. 

�  Always speak slowly and clearly. 
�  Learning student’s names helps a lot but Khmer names can be 

difficult for Western ears.  Make name cards or a table plan to 
help you in class. 

�  Ask a Khmer Teacher to teach you some useful classroom Khmer, 
e.g. be quiet please, listen, repeat etc.  The children will often 
enjoy teaching you a Khmer word or phrase too. 

  
Other Ways You Can Help CLS 

 
�  Give advice/suggestions to Khmer teachers on alternative teaching 

methods, games to play etc. 
�  Sit in on management/teacher meetings and give advice/feedback 
�  Assist management team with administrative tasks, e.g. updating 

the website and this volunteer booklet.  
�  Produce and laminate study aids relevant to text books.  Store in 

study aid portfolio for teachers to access easily. 
�  Create topics and handouts for conversation class. 
�  Set up an exchange between CLS and overseas schools.   
�  Donate text books, pens, notebooks, etc. to the school. 
�  Fundraise for specific or ongoing projects. 
�  Write in volunteer book any ongoing projects / advice for future 

volunteers. 
�  Copy our volunteer poster to display in guesthouses/restaurants 

during your travels. 
�  Keep in touch with the teachers after you leave to offer support 

from home. 



More Information 

To understand why CLS is different from most schools teaching 
English in Cambodia it is important to understand: Where Khmer 
usually study English, how CLS differs, and what services CLS offer 
that traditionally aren't offered in other institutions.  

How do Khmer usually learn English? 

English Language is taught in 3 main types of institution in 
Cambodia. 

State school.  Wages in state school are very low and motivation is 
often very low for teachers to look after their students well. No 
qualification is required to teach, and English and teaching skills are 
often poor. Teachers often have a second job or make money from 
their students in return for good grades or extra tuition. 

Private English classes. Here teacher quality is typically better as the 
teacher must look after their students well or they get no income. 
Better teachers get more students. These classes are typically after 
school in the teachers own homes. 

Private schools. Typically are groups of private classes held in the 
same building. Unless they charge very high fees they cannot offer 
any services to really look after the students well.  

Why is CLS Different 

At CLS we believe what is required is a private school with very low 
fees, and many extra services provided, that are funded through 
charitable donations. CLS is also is keen to maximize the involvement 
of native English speakers in the school. Because CLS is not part of 
the state school system it has much less bureaucracy and can respond 
to needs much quicker, and with more innovation. The student fees 
(1.5-2 dollars per month) usually support the core costs of electric, 
classroom rental, and basic teacher’s income. We keep these fees to 

ensure the school can survive if it has periods where support is 
lacking. 

What can CLS provide that is typically not provided in 
other institutions: 

CLS focuses on getting the best teachers and running the school as a 
school (not just a set of separate classes). We go beyond the norm to 
really support the student, and give quality teachers a support 
framework where they can really make use of their skills. 

Example services we provide that cannot be seen in most schools are:  

�  The poorest students receive truly free extra tuition through our 
scholarship class. 

�  We give students access to native English speaking teachers. 
�  We provide extra support to the poorest students in their 

education. 
�  We track the progress of individual students. 
�  We co-operate with the state school and community on the 

progress of students. 
�  We visit student’s families when problems with study are seen or 

just to update on progress and get feedback. 
�  We foster a school identity, through small parties, and a football 

team to keep kids attending school. 
�  We reward effort through small prizes presented at the end of each 

month. 
�  We create progress reports and newsletters for parents and friends 

of CLS.  
�  We provide continuous training and support to the teachers. 
�  We support a small management team  (consisting of some of the 

teachers and the foreign advisor) to deal with the many issues 
other than just teaching (e.g. future survival, best teaching 
methods, and how to co-ordinate with volunteer teachers). 

�  We work together as a team to discover and address issues with 
the school. 



Useful Websites / Information Sources 
 
There are many other worthwhile volunteering options in Kampot.  
Look out for the latest copy of Dar-laing in your guesthouse, check 
out www.kampotinteract.org or speak to Sandy. 
 
CLS website:  www.chumkriellanguageschool.com 
  
Teaching aids/ Games / Conversation topics:  

www.daveseslcafe.com www.eslpartyland.com 
www.abcteach.com www.mes-english.com 
www.esljunction.com  

 
The CLS team’s email addresses: 
Thy:     cls_school_kampot@yahoo.co.uk 
Sandy:  sandy@kampotinteract.com 
Rekha:  simrekha@yahoo.com 
School: clskampot@gmail.com 
 
Telephone numbers: 
Thy:  011 776 518 
Sandy: 012 265 801 
 
CLS address: 
Chumkriel Village, Chumkriel Commune, Kampot District,  
Kampot Province, Kingdom of Cambodia 
 

Registered with Department of Education, Youth and Sport, 
Kampot Province, Kingdom of Cambodia 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS BOOK 

TO CLS AS PRINTING IS 

VERY EXPENSIVE!!! 
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